


At the end of the 18th century toy
trade increased in Italy.

Tin-toys, small trains, rag dolls, the
undying “Ciccio Bello” doll were
childrens’ favourite toys.



Lucky children,  belonging to well-off families, 
in Italy, played with toys created by skilled

craftsmen.
Children belonging to humbler social classes

didn’t play much because they began to work 
when they were very young. 

Helped by their mothers and grandmothers, 
they created their toys by themselves:

rag balls, rag dolls, wooden carts…. 
Otherwise they used to play with the spinning-

top, hopscotch or simply mixing mud in the 
streets…



Girls, with some friends, used to play
with roller-skates or rope-skipping in
the street. Their dolls were made of
cloth, filled with paper and padding.
Children could play in the street
because there was no danger.

Grandma’s toys



PLASTER DOLLS AND RAG DOLLS

The first dolls’ bodies were in papier-machè, 
their heads were made of wax and plaster. Later, 
they had wooden bodies, with movable arms and 
legs, head in white porcelain, with fixed, painted
or movable, glass eyes.



Dolls had wool hair, 
or sometimes true hair! 

Have a look to the hairpin





Rag dolls are still
created at school …

A couple of our

handicrafts…



As our grandparents did, we 

transformed an old drawer into an 

acquarium!



Look at this photo: there are the 1960s 
typical toys: a drum, a stroller, 

a wheel and dolls



Little girls, imitating their
mums, created the structure to

learn embroidering.



Toys were made of cloth and wood.

Children enjoyed with self-made simple toys.

In the evening, when they finished their homework, 
boys used to play “hide and seek” or “the war” in 
the street. On Sunday, with a rag ball, they played

soccer.

Grandpa’s toys



Rocking-horses were traditional
painted wooden toys, with leather
saddles .



Boys used to
play with big 

hoops, making
them rolling
and trying to

keep them
rolling with a 

stick.



Tin toys
Tin toys were widespread. They represented

little cars, aircrafts, trains, motor-cycles. 
Sometimes their boxes were part of the 

game because they were a garage, a hangar 
or  a tunnel…



Trains were reproduced in miniature



In the period of the
war little soldiers
and soldier dolls
were diffused.



Children created wooden toys to play 
skill games. These are the rackets’ 

“forefathers”!



Teen-agers used to play with big, 
wooden or clay spinning-top.



Modern toys are very similar to the old ones… Yesterday
like today children like swinging up and down on a see-saw,
rope-skipping, playing blind-man’s-buff, hide-and-seek, as
well as playing with dolls, balls, kites, yo-yo, spinning-top
and so on…


